APPLICATION TO BE A SPONSOR/SUPPORTER
Your non-partisan organization can be a supporter,
sponsor, or lead sponsor of these events this year.

A Sponsor: publicizes an event among its members,
provides volunteers to help with organization of an

event, and contributes $50 or more toward expenses.

A Supporter: publicizes an event among its members.

A Lead (Site) Sponsor: provides a site and use of
facilities for an event at a strategic location, and
works in conjunction with other organizations in the
area, provides hospitality (food, beverage) and
volunteers and assures a substantial audience of
citizens.

PLEASE NOTE: Your organization can be disqualified
if it endorses a candidate or contributes to a candidate’s
campaign!

Our organization would like to be a:

O sponsor of this year’s Meet the Candidates Forum
events, providing volunteers and financially
supporting the events with at least 350.

O supporter of this year’s Meet the Candidates Forum
events, providing publicity and volunteers to help
manage one or more events.

O lead (site) sponsor — please contact the
Consortium immediately for details

Organization:

Contact person:

Address:

Phone: Fax:

Email address:

If sponsor, $50, or $ , is enclosed.

Contact person for volunteers if different from above:

Phone: Fax:

Email address:
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TO RETURN APPLICATION OR
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

8/2009b

(614) 837-1089

vote@lwvcols.org
www.franklincountyconsortium.com

MAIL TO:

Franklin County Consortium

P O Box 198
Blacklick, OH 43004

THE

FRANKLIN COUNTY
CONSORTIUM ror

* GOOD *
GOVERNMENT

The Franklin County Consortium for Good
Government, a coalition of religious groups and non-
partisan organizations, again is organizing Meet the
Candidates’ Forums in Franklin County and the
surrounding area. In 1991, the first non-partisan
candidates’ forums were initiated by Brookwood
Presbyterian Church and the National Council of Jewish
Women. In 2008, the Consortium held twelve
candidates’ forums; more than 60 sponsors and
supporters endorsed and helped publicize or produce the
events. This year the Consortium will hold candidates’
forums in widely separated geographical sites so that
people in most electoral areas will be provided with a
convenient place to address candidates.

At a Meet the Candidates Forum, citizens can meet
and question candidates who are running for public
offices. The Consortium invites all candidates who are
running in contested races to at least one of the
candidates’ forums. The Consortium also invites
proponents and opponents of state and local issues to the
forums. For more information about the mechanics of a
candidates’ forum, see the description of Meet the
Candidates Forums on the next page.

The Consortium works to increase the public’s
knowledge about candidates and issues. Our primary
purpose is to remind central Ohioans that in order to have
a government of the people, by the people, and for the
people, we must first educate ourselves about the
candidates and then exercise our constitutional right and
vote.



MEET THE CANDIDATES FORUMS

All programs begin with a one-half hour reception that
provides the assembled citizens an opportunity to meet
the candidates. When the program starts, the moderator
gives the candidates
one minute each to
provide basic
information about
themselves.
Volunteer timers

keep the candidates
within their time
allotments. After the
candidates’ opening
statements, the floor
is opened to questions
from the audience. Questions are provided in writing to
the moderator, who addresses them to each candidate.
The moderator is supported by volunteers who screen the
questions from the audience and remove any personal
attacks or rewrite the questions to assure that each
question can be addressed fairly to all of the candidates.
The order in which candidates answer questions is
rotated so that each candidate has an equal opportunity to
answer first or last.

Time allotted for each contested race is determined by
the Consortium Steering Committee prior to the start of
each forum. All candidates are given the same amount
of time to make their personal statements and to answer
questions.

Volunteers are needed at each site to help with set up, to
provide hospitality for the candidates, to help screen
questions, to collect
questions from the
audience, and any
other tasks that the
site coordinator
assigns.

Volunteers able to
assist prior to the
event ensure that
candidates know
where and when their races will be on the evening’s
schedule, contact local schools to encourage students and
their teachers to participate in nearby Forum programs,
and help the site coordinator in what ever other manner
he or she directs.

PARTIAL LIST OF PAST SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Founding Organizations
Brookwood Presbyterian Church
Columbus Jewish Federation
National Council of Jewish Women, Columbus Section

Sponsors

AAUW Worthington Branch

Agudas Achim Sisterhood

All Saints Evangelical Lutheran Church

American Association of University Women

American Jewish Committee

Ascension Lutheran Church

Berwick Civic Association

Beth Jacob Synagogue

Black Catholic Ministries

Broad Street Presbyterian
Church

Business & Professional
Women, Columbus
Chapter

Catholic Diocese of
Columbus, Office for
Social Concerns

Christ Lutheran Church

Columbus Metropolitan
Area Church Council

Common Cause/Ohio

Congregation Ahavas Sholom

Congregation Beth Tikvah

Congregation Tifereth Israel

Congregation Torah Emet

Corpus Christi Catholic Church/St. Ladislas Catholic Church

Council for Public Deliberation

Council on American Islamic Relations, Ohio Chapter

First Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus, Social Justice
Committee

Gahanna Knights of Columbus

Goodwill Columbus

Hadassah - Columbus Chapter

Hillel at OSU/Wexner Jewish Student Center

Jewish Community Center of Greater Columbus

Jewish Family Services

John Glenn Civic Leadership Council at OSU

Kiwanis Club of Westerville

League of Women Voters of Metro Columbus Educational Fund

Mid-Ohio District Nurses Association

National Association of Women Business Owners, Columbus

National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Columbus

Northland Area Business Association

Northland Community Council

Ohio Conference on Fair Trade

Ohio League of Conservation Voters Education Fund

Ohio State Grange

Opera Columbus

Organization of Chinese Americans, Columbus Chapter

ORT America, Greater Columbus Chapter

Peace Lutheran Church

Prairie Township Senior Center

Prairie Township Trustees

JUNUIL

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church

St. Thomas More Newman
Center at OSU

Temple Beth Shalom

Temple Israel

Trinity Lutheran Seminary

United Way of Central
Ohio

Vaud-Villities Productions

Westerville Civitan

Women in Government

Supporters

Association of New
Americans of Central
Ohio

Ballet Met Columbus

Berwick Civic Association

Christ the King Church

Columbus Art Museum

Columbus Bar Association

Columbus Urban League

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

Federalist Society, Columbus Lawyers Chapter

Gahanna Chamber of Commerce
Greater Hilltop Area Commission
Grove City Church of the Nazarene
Inniswood Metro Gardens

JEBBA

Latino Empowerment and Outreach Network LEON
Martin Luther King Center for Performing Arts

Media Sponsors
WCMH NBC4 ® WSYX ABC6 @ WTTE FOX28 ® WBNS 10TV e
WOSU-TV 34

National Organization
for Women NOW

Ohio Women Inc.

St. Catherine’s Catholic
Church

Welcome Wagon Club of
Westerville

Welcoming Services of
New Albany

YWCA Racial Justice
Committee

Supported and staffed by the

IWVE League of
‘Women Voters

of Metropolitan Columbus




